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SUBJ: DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE ON LAWS OF WAR-ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
REE: A) GENEVA 2386; B) STATE 080770 

1. AS ANTICIPATED, PARA 3, ARTICLE 33, AND ARTICLE 48 BIS 

DEALING WITH PROTECTION OE THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT WERE ADOPTED BY 
COMMITTEE III ON 10 MARCH. USDEL ABSTAINED AS INSTRUCTED. 

ARTICLE 33, PARA 3 QUOTED IN REE (A) WAS APPROVED BY OVERWHELMING 
MAJORITY INCLUDING EASTER BLOC BROUNTRIES. ARTICLE 48 BIS, AS 
QUOTED IN REF (A) WAS ADOPTED, EXCEPT THAT BRACKETED WORDS "TO 
SUCH A DEGREE AS TO DISTURB THE STABILITY OF THE ECESYSTEM" WERE 
DRI FTED BY ONE VOTE MARGIN, WITH USDEL VOTING FOR DELEGTION. 

ALTHOUGH EAST EUROPEAN BLOC VOTED EOR RETENTION, SUBSEEQUENT 
BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS REVEALED ONLY LUKEWARM FEELING AMONG EAST 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES FOR THEIR VOTE. BRACKETED WORDS "HEALTH OR" 

WERE RETAINED BY WIDE MARGIN WITH USDEL VOTING FOR DELETION. 

2. THE COMMITTEE REPORT WILL REFLECT THAT THE TERM "WIDESPREAD, 
LONG-TERM, AND SEVERE" MEANS DAMAGEOE SUCH A DEGREE AS TO 
PREJUDICE THE SURVIVAL OF THE CIVILIAN POPULATION. ADDITIONALLY, 

IT WILL CONTAIN NOTE THAT WORD "HEALTH", IN CONTEXT OF ARTICLE 48 
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BIS, REFERES TO SEVERE DAMAGE WHICH MAY PERMIT THE SURVIVAL OF THE 
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CIVILIAN POPULATION, BUT IN A POSSIBLE DEFORMED OR DEGENERATE STATE. 

3. ALSO, ARTICLE 28 BIS, PROTOCOL II (NON-INTERNATIONAL 
CONFLICTS) WITH LANGUAGE IDENTIAL TO PARA 3, ARTICLE 33, PRO- 
TOCOL I, WAS ADOPTED BY OVERWHELIMING MAJORITY. USDEL VOTED 
AGAINST. 

4. TEXT OF ARTICLES AS ADOPTED, AND DETAILS OF VOTING 
CONTAINED IN SEPARATE AIRGRAM (GENEVA A-155). ABRAMS 
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